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Recent Student Evaluations 

Marcus Arvan 

 
Overview 
During the past 4+ academic years (25 courses), my student evaluation averages have been 
significantly higher than my college’s and department’s averages. 
 
A few highlight comparisons (inclusive of last 25 courses delivered): 
 
All items scored on a 1-5 scale (except 
where noted), 5=”helped a great deal” 

 
My Avg. 

UT 
College of Arts 

and Letters  
Avg. 

Dept of 
Philosophy 

and Religion 
Avg. 

 
Overall, the professor:  
 

 
4.72 

 
4.33 

 
4.14 

 
Overall, the course: 
 

 
4.45 

 
4.18 

 
3.99 

 
The professor’s presentations: 
 

 
4.67 

 
4.22 

 
4.13 

 
The professor’s enthusiasm: 
 

 
4.75 

 
4.38 

 
4.21 

 
The professor’s feedback: 
 

 
4.61 

 
4.25 

 
3.89 

 
The level at which the professor 
challenged me: 
 

 
4.50 

 
4.10 

 
3.87 

 
Difficulty of 
assignments/projects/activities  
(1-3 scale/3=hard) 
 

 
2.39 

 
2.03 

 
2.07 

 
The professor challenged me  
(1-3 scale/3=frequently) 
 

 
2.86 

 
2.62 

 
2.53 
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PHL 354: Special Topics (Contemporary Ethics) 
Fall 2015 
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Complete and Unedited Student Comments 
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PHL 200: Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2015) 
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Complete and Unedited Student 
Comments
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PHL 311: Philosophy of Law 
Fall2015
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Complete and Unedited Student Comments 

 



13 

 

 



14 

 

 
 



15 

 

PHL 352: Special Topics (Theories of Justice) 

Spring 2014 
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PHL 202 – Ethics 
Spring 2014 
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PHL 200 – Introduction to Philosophy 
Spring 2014 
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Student Comments – for all Fall 2014 courses (3 courses) 
(Complete and Unedited) 
1. Comments on course activities: 
 In class activities were very thought-provoking.  
 Papers were difficult but challenging in a good way. 
 Loved the set-up of the paper. 
 Questions help further understand the material. 
 Class activities were difficult. 
 A lot of people say the arguments are difficult, but it is definitely a constructive difficulty. 
 Sometimes assignments were difficult, but they usually helped me understand. 
 Class activities were hard and made you think. 

Group assignments were effective because it forced everyone to pay attention. Daily 
assignments also gave a lot of good practice. 

 So hard. But forced us to think. 
 They were good and helpful. 
 Always informative. 
 
2. Comments on class discussions: 
 Best part of the course. 
 Excellent discussions. Well-guided. 
 Class lectures helped a great deal in understanding the confusing material. 
 Discussions were very helpful. 

Always helps and encourages a healthy challenge of your beliefs. 
Arvan has the best lectures that encourage wonderful discussions. 
Class discussions were progressive and enjoyable. 
Always had discussion. 
Make class a non-mandatory event so only the people that want to contribute do. 
It was interesting to hear everyone’s opinions. 
It was really good that this wasn’t just a lecture course – I like interacting. 
They helped me understand more. 
Helped understand material. 
 

3. Comments on exams/quizzes/tests: 
 Review of info – helps retain info. 
 Exams were hard. 
 Exams were very fair. 

I feel like the tests are based on memorization and it should be based on the ability to think 
philosophically. 

 Helped my grade! 
 Good. 
 Pretty difficult. 

 
4. Comments on course organization: 
 Good transitions. 
 Always helpfully organized. 
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 Organization was excellent. 
 I wish we got into actual moral issues sooner. 
 Organization was good. 
 We did the same thing everyday til it got boring. 
 Well paced.  
 
4. Comments on the pace: 
 Great pace, kept things interesting. 
 There were some topics that deserved more time than others. Pace was a little too fast. 
 We were given various syllabi, which got confusing toward the end. 

Allows for good coverage of the material and allows for a thorough grasp of theories and 
objections. 

 Pace was perfect. 
 One/two ideas per class was usually good and not too overwhelming. 
 
5. Comments on presentations/explanations: 

Vital. 
Perfect layout and presentation of the material. 
He manages to fit in so much detail into the arguments, but at the same time, the detail 
pushes your thinking. 
Dr. Arvan is the best – he’s knowledgeable and sweet. 
Always set up well. 
Amazing with comments. 
He really knew his stuff. 
Explained everything very well. 
I liked the powerpoint presentations. They were predictable and informative (not 
predictable). 
Powerpoints are awesome and it’s good they’re online. 
 

4. Comments on enthusiasm: 
 Most enthusiastic professor at UT. 

His love for philosophy encouraged discussions. 
Professor always tried to provoke more critical analysis through getting into the topics and 
provoking thought. 
I enjoyed reading parts of his own philosophical work. It is truly motivating to have someone 
care about the subject so much every day. 
Awesome. 
Could tell he loved the subject. 
 

 
5. Comments on interest stimulated: 

The topics and discussions were practical to be a productive member of society. I have 
found myself looking up these topics in my free time. 
My interest was stimulated when applying ethics. 

 I liked the movies he showed. I  also liked it when we read things he wrote. 
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6. Comments on interactions: 

This is my 3rd class with Dr. Arvan. He is my favorite professor at UT because he pushes my 
thinking to a higher level and values what I have to say. 

 Talkative and interactive. 
 Very nice and helpful. 
 Very straightforward and logical; good listener. 
  
7. Comments on feedback 

I have never received such detailed feedback from a professor. He really showed me my 
mistakes without appropriating my writing. 
Really good detail. 
Paper feedback was extremely helpful. 

 Extensive feedback with detailed critique, excellent. 
 Feedback was thorough and accurate. 
 A little harsh on the feedback. 
 
8. Comments on challenge: 
 One of the hardest classes I’ve ever taken, but I was motivated. 

Was a hard professor, but great as well. Challenged students. 
Professor Arvan challenges students, as far as I can tell, in the most useful manner that 
allows them to improve significantly as students. 

 Very challenging course. 
 
9. What aspects of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) helped your learning 
most? 
 Best professor I’ve had out of 5 semesters. 

The professor. 
In-class activities and professor’s presentations/feedback. 

 In-class discussions and assignments. 
 The discussions/group projects. 
 The group questions and discussions that followed were extremely beneficial. 

The open discussions were the best part of the class. The students here really pushed each 
other to learn. 
One-on-one student interaction. 
Lectures. 
The classroom discussions. 
The professor’s powerpoints and explanations were great. 
The assignments throughout the presentations. 
The enthusiasm and willingness to hear out ideas/thoughts. 
I liked the daily assignments because they taught me how to better my critical thinking 
skills. 
Class discussions. 
Group discussions. 
The videos and presentations helped the most. The test were great. 
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Feedback was always helpful. 
Professor made it interesting. 

 
10. What aspect(s) of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) could have been 
changed to help your learning? 
 Nothing! Best class this semester. The most challenging but interesting. 
 Nothing. 
 Nothing – great course! 

Group assignments are less helpful than full class discussions – should have less time 
devoted to them. 

 More time on long lectures. 
 Having all readings on Blackboard (or posted somewhere). 
 Following one syllabus. 

The paper was hell, very stressful, wish we could have gone over how to write it more in 
class. 
Switching things up and not having long readings twice a week for an intro class. 
Tests should have allowed for philosophical thought not memorization of slides or notes. 
I didn’t care for group assignments because some people didn’t help, and it made me 
nervous. 
I wouldn’t do the ½ paragraphs because it difficult to write exactly what he wants and the 
readings are very time consuming. 
A more engaged class. 
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Philosophy 215: Ancient Philosophy – Plato & Aristotle 

Fall 2013 
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PHL 209 – Biomedical Ethics 

Fall 2013 
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PHL 200: Introduction to Philosophy 

Fall 2013 
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Student Comments – for all Fall 2013 courses (3 courses) 

(Complete and Unedited) 
1. Comments on course activities: 
 The discussions and questions were all very engaging. 
 Talk about them before you turn them in, leave time for correction. 

They were difficult because we had assignments due before we learned anything. 
Dr. Arvan is a genius. I’ve learned more in this one class about life than I have in my entire 
life. 
They were difficult but everything else was good. 
Class activity was very involved. 
A lot of discussions. 
He has great oral presentations. 
This has been the best class I’ve had at UT so far, in terms of utilizing class activities to 
further understanding. 
Class activities were challenging and extremely stimulating and fruitful. 
Hard class but worth it! 
Philosophy class was tough to take on and somewhat difficult. 
Discussion is extremely helpful, I learn more in Arvan’s classes than any others. 
Hard but clarifying. 

 The homework assignments helped a lot by making us think through different perspectives. 
 Were difficult but made me think critically. 
 The daily assignments were very difficult. 
 Really difficult concepts to grasp, but Dr. Arvan’s work really makes you understand. 

The daily assignments allowed us to collaborate on ideas and come to a conclusion of what 
the material means. 
The class activities were hard but very helpful, because they exposed us to different forms 
of arguments. 
Class assignments were hard but always [unreadable]. Interesting and helped us learn all 
the new topics. 

 
2. Comments on class discussions: 
 They helped explain readings. 
 Very constructive and intellectual. 
 Perfect. 
 Very helpful. 

The class discussions were by far the most interesting and useful discussions that I’ve ever 
partaken in. 
Great discussions. 
Interesting. 
The class discussions helped me to understand the material. 
Amazing how Dr. Arvan is able to lead and direct with so many wild opinions. 
Lectures are incredible. 

 Class discussions were helpful in understanding the material. 
 I thoroughly enjoyed the class discussions. They made the class more interesting. 
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 Highest level of thinking I have done in college. 
 Helps get a better understanding of the material. 

All we did in class was discuss! It was awesome! He was always willing to hear our side of 
the argument. 
 

3. Comments on exams/quizzes/tests: 
 They were challenging, made you have to work for a good grade. 
 Learning was mainly done during class discussions. 
 Good means of reinforcement. 
 I liked how the exam was structured. 
 Exams/quizzes truly tested us. 
 The essays written for this class were challenging but incredibly intellectually stimulating. 
 The essay/term-paper was extremely difficult and time consuming. 
 Comments on papers are extremely helpful.  
 I really enjoyed the format of the exams. 
 Comprehension – understanding the material. 

The exams were always the same format, so it was good to know what to expect. Lots of 
writing, so my fingers got stronger.  
 

4. Comments on course organization: 
 Maybe explain a little more on the readings before assigning daily responses. 
 Impeccable. 
 Good organization. 
 Organized by syllabus, if changes were made we were notified. 
 Organized very well in my opinion. 
 The course was organized well. 
 Excellent flow 
 I like how we had group discussions! 
 Not all over the place. 

There were some syllabus changes, but nothing too extreme. He always made sure we were 
prepared for the next class. 
 

4. Comments on the pace: 
 Good. 
 It was fine 
 Steady and quick. 
 Good pace. 

Fast, but not in a bad way. The amount of material Professor Arvan covered in this course is 
the amount I expect when paying as much as UT costs. 
Could have been slower we covered a lot. 
Very slow, at times boring. 
Perfect. 
Moderate pace, understood the material. 
It was fast but it worked. I got used to it, it helped me be more prepared. 
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5. Comments on presentations/explanations: 

Very good powerpoint presentations. 
Excellent speaker and presenter. 
Enthusiastic about his subject. 
Taught very well, great presentations. 
Hardline 
He’s a genius. 
Professor Arvan’s presentations were incredibly effective in presenting the course material 
in an understandably and intuitive way. 
Great powerpoints. 
The presentations were well presented and helpful. 
Dr. Arvan is an excellent lecturer and discussion leader. 
Made it clear and understandable. 
Very helpful, fun. 
They were very clear with the most important information. 
Best Prof I have ever had! 
Clear and understandable. 
His powerpoints were always consistent which helped! Awesome material. 
 

4. Comments on enthusiasm: 
 Arvan loves what he does and he’s great at it. 
 He loves philosophy. 
 Professor Arvan consistently inspired me through his enthusiasm for philosophy. 
 He loves philosophy. 
 The enthusiasm and life experience was helpful. 
 Made class enjoyable. 
 Had a great attitude and made it easy to come to class. 
 Would have been boring without enthusiasm. 
 Always excited. 
 The fact that you enjoy what you’re doing makes the class more enjoyable. 
 Certain topics were more appealing, but energy for all was appropriate. 
 The fact that he loves his job really got me excited to learn more. 
 
5. Comments on interest stimulated: 
 Never before has a class drawn me in to such an extent. 
 I leave this class far more interested in philosophy than I was before. 
 Very smart and knowledgeable. 
 Philosophy is not my dish. 
 Enjoyed the final presentation! 
 Being interested in the subject made me appreciate it more. 
 He always showed us cool videos, so that really stimulated interest. 
 
6. Comments on interactions: 
 Arvan loves constructive dialogue. 
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 He gave feedback which helped all together. 
 Very respectful and approachable. 
 Always asked questions. 
 Always willing to help when need, and gave good feedback. 
 He was honest about our work which helped motivate harder work. 
  
7. Comments on feedback 
 Arvan is the shit! 
 The most useful feedback I’ve gotten so far has come from Prof. Arvan. 
 The feedback was helpful. 
 Always made comments on homework! 
 I sometimes disagreed with feedback. 
 We were always given feedback: it was very helpful. 
 Always gave good criticism on how to do better. 
 Allows me to better my writing. 
 It was hard to hear sometimes, but definitely helped. 
  
8. Comments on challenge: 
 Challenged my preconceptions and I loved every minute of it. 
 Told us from the beginning the challenge would be great, but we will all learn if we try. 
 High expectations helped immensely. 

Very challenging work and held to a very high standard. However, it was all meant to 
improve thought and performance and was very helpful. 
He set the bar then moved it up so you would continue to improve. 
We were challenged to learn. 
I sincerely wish that I had attended more and put forth more effort. Dr. Arvan is the man. 
Very challenging but immensely helpful. 
At first it was very hard but it got better.  

   
9. What aspects of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) helped your learning 
most? 
 One paragraph hand-in every class. 
 Be able to re-write assignments. 
 Lecture 
 Daily discussion and open questions in class. 
 Powerpoints 
 Class discussions. 
 The professor and the content. 
 Everything was spot-on. 
 Decent experience. 
 I liked how on our first term paper he let us rewrite it until we got a good grade. 
 Enthusiasm towards subject. 

Classroom discussion was very helpful. Very challenging but if you are one to rise to the 
occasion you will thrive and be a “better thinker” coming out of this course. 

 Hardest class I have taken. Can’t believe it is a 200 level. 
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 Group work. 
 Lectures. 
 Paper writing is by far the most valuable. 
 Group papers followed by discussion. 
 Teacher’s full understanding of the subject and explanations. 
 Powerpoints/discussions. 
 Break up of class with group assignments was nice, I liked videos too. 
 In class assignments. 
 The class discussions, and the feedback. 
 The powerpoints and group discussion helped the most. 
 Professor made lectures interesting and easy to understand. 

I enjoyed the group discussions, and even though I was not always fond of the daily reading 
responses, they did help in my overall understanding. 

 The topics were great and Dr. Arvan had a great way of getting the points across. 
 Daily assignments and group assignments were always helpful. Great teacher. 
 Videos really helped. 

I would recommend anyone take this class. Extremely interesting and the professor is one of 
my favorites at UT! 
Great teacher. 
 

10. What aspect(s) of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) could have been 
changed to help your learning? 
 Time to re-do daily assignments. 
 I think more deeply and thoroughly. 
 Explaining things prior to giving daily responses! 

Maybe alternate between group assignments and individual. Sometimes I can think more 
clearly on my own. Either that or more time on assignments. 
The course should be a year lone as opposed to a semester’s length. 
I feel like this class needs a pre-req in physics and quantum physics. 
Nothing. 
Videos as homework may teach us just as much as any reading. 
Nothing. Very hard course taught the most effective way possible. 
Nothing. Great class! 
More interest in the subject. 
None – Great format and enthusiasm. 
Sometimes when doing the reading I felt no understanding of the subject. 
N/A 
Summary of reading prior to lecture. 
Can’t think of anything. 
Less emphasis on bonus game. 
Explain reading reflection assignments better. More examples? 
Slower, less daily assignments. 
I wish we had continued to discuss our individual assignments throughout the year. 
N/A 
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Nothing could be changed. Just say your name is Sheldon from Big Bang Theory and 
everything will be alright!!! 
Honestly, everything was great. You rock Dr. Arvan! 
Not as many assignments. 
I did not like the bonus competition, even though it gave extra points, because I felt 
pressured and it was a competition, pretty much. 
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Philosophy 311: Philosophy of Law 

Spring 2013 
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Philosophy 350: Special Topics – Human Rights 

Spring 2013 
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Philosophy 202: Ethics 

Spring 2013 
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Student Comments – for all Spring 2013 courses (3 courses) 
(Complete and Unedited) 
1. Comments on course activities: 
 The difficulty was appreciated. 
 A lot of busywork but helpful to read/reflect on different sides of argument. 
 Class assignments were pretty tough sometimes but helped us learn. 
 They were challenging! 
 No homework the day papers are due or drop lowest. 
 Group class assignments were extremely helpful. 

Daily assignments were difficult. Group problems were helpful. Paper was hard but I 
definitely learned a lot and improved my writing. 

 Class assignments spurred discussion on the topic. 
Adding more variety to assignments will keep the class more enjoying. But, great class 
overall. 
The daily discussions were extremely helpful in understanding the material. 
While not easy, they help you understand the reading incredibly well. 
Difficult yet informative. 
The assignments were hard, but rewarding. I learned a lot (despite a lot of below-average 
classmates). 
They definitely sparked creativity. 
Helped a great deal. 
We engaged in class discussions every class period, and they really helped. 
Helped me to understand what the text was about. 
They helped me understand what we were learning. 
Daily small assignments helped keep a good pace and easier to learn that way. 
Expected to understand philosophical reading without any guidance and was graded on it. 
Pertained directly to reading. 

 
2. Comments on class discussions: 
 I felt like we were doing philosophy, rather than learning the history of philosophy. 

Every class had active class discussions and opened my eyes to a lot of topics that I wasn’t 
aware of before. 
Intellectual: challenged and persuaded me to change aspects of my life. 
Same as above. 
Best part of the class. 
Fun! 
A diverse group helped to understand it. 
Appreciated professor appreciating discussion. 
We were too quiet in the beginning of the semester. 
Class discussions mostly made up course. 
They always brought new perspectives to view which was refreshing! 
Maybe have individual questions before group assignments. 
Helped understand the information a great deal. 
Class discussions were enlightening and enjoyable. 
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Your lectures helped me to understand the material. 
Discussions were insightful and thought provoking. 
Helped a lot to hear students discuss the reading material. 
Helped elaborate on the basic idea of the daily material and provided additional 
perspective. 
I understood more when discussions took place. 
 

3. Comments on exams/quizzes/tests: 
 Writing essays were perfect, far better than being tested all of the time. 
 There has not been an exam, quiz or test yet. 
 N/A 
 1 final. 
 No tests besides final essay. 
 Few tests, but that’s fine considering the difficulty. 
 Only a final exam. 
 
4. Comments on course organization: 
 The course setup is perfect for any course. 
 Everything was extremely organized. I always knew what to prepare for. 
 Did the same exact thing every day. Got very boring at some points. 
 Could have used more variety of authors. 
 Very well-organized, stuck to syllabus. 
 Went over theories, then applied them. 
 Very chronological and easy to understand. 
 Great aid for learning experience. 

We learned about the basics of ethics first and then focused on more detailed parts of 
ethics. 
I liked the organization of the course. 
Perfect. 
Consistent. 
There should be more time in class to do work on papers. 
Sometimes I wished we discussed some general things about the topics before the readings. 

  
4. Comments on the pace: 
 A lot of material covered rather quickly. 
 Good pace. 
 Good pace. 
 Yeeee. 
 Could have afforded to be a bit slower, but good nonetheless. 
 Pace was fast but steady and consistent: always knew what to expect. 
 Pace wasn’t too bad. 
 Normal. 
 Fast but still helpful. 
 Authors seemed redundant after a while. 
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5. Comments on presentations/explanations 
Very well-organized powerpoints and clear explanation/presentation. 
Lectures were interactive and extremely helpful. 
Very thorough. 
Great PP presentations, helps to have them online. 
Very helpful. 
Presentations made complex material clear and accessible. 
They made clear and difficult subjects appear intuitive. 
I loved the powerpoints. 
Lectures were good, even on the boring topics. 
Easy to follow & helpful. 
Dr. Arvan put a lot of thought and effort into his daily presentations. 
Powerpoint presentations online were great! 
Presented the author’s positions premise-by-premise. Couldn’t have been clearer. 
Very detailed, definitely shows dedication to what he’s passionate about. 
Well made; great teacher. 
He really helped understand what the philosophers were saying in their arguments. 
The slide shows/class lectures helped me understand the readings. 
Very detailed powerpoints every class. 
Very detailed slides which were also online. 
 

4. Comments on enthusiasm: 
He’s the reason I’m now a philosophy major. 
Professor is clearly very happy about what he does. Loves the job and topics. 
You can tell he loves what he does and it makes the material more interesting. 
Kept the class engaged. 
His passion for the subject was made obvious by the way he taught. 
Awesome professor. 
Clearly enthusiastic about the subject. 
Professor’s enthusiasm heightened my own interest on the topic. 
Kept the class interesting. 

 Demonstrated a desire to teach students about philosophy. 
I love when a professor is enthusiastic about the subject he is teaching. It helps me stay 
focused. 
Enthusiastic/passionate about ethics. 
Very passionate and wants the best for students. 
Clearly passionate about philosophy. 

 
5. Comments on interest stimulated: 
 Kept me wanting to ask more questions. 
 Actually creates an environment suitable for success. 
 I was interested to learn more. 
 I actually did the readings. 

Really provoked thought and was interested himself. 
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I didn’t realize how little I knew about human rights until taking this course. I now 
understand so much more about current affairs.  

 Kept the similar info interesting. 
  
6. Comments on interactions: 
 Explains and takes the time to make me a better intellectual. 
 Always understanding and helpful. 
 Very personal and helped in each individual student’s case. 
 He was always willing to help. His comments on my paper were extremely helpful. 
 Had no benefit from reaching out to the professor. 
 Very helpful. 
 Helpful during office hours. 
 
7. Comments on feedback 

Extensive feedback on papers was probably the most helpful part both in understanding the 
material more, and the development of my own ability to work through it. 

 Daily, objective, and fair. 
 Feedback on dailies could be more in depth. Sometimes it was hard to predict. 
 Hard to tell someone how to philosophize, but led well. 
 Dr. Arvan always helped me when needed! 
 He provided very helpful comments on every daily assignment. 
 Feedback on the papers made me a better writer. 
 Very thorough with his feedback. Far more in depth than most, very helpful. 
 He always had serious comments that he took time on. 
 Feedback did not help me improve. 
 Helped a great deal. 
 Arvan put a lot of time into his feedback, which helped a great deal. 
 Challenges himself and students. 

Arvan definitely gave good feedback which helped me to fix my mistakes and keep me going 
in the right direction. The feedback was very helpful. 
Most detailed and time taken by a professor to help correct essay mistakes – wants to make 
you the best possible writer. Respected that. 
Feedback was always given and helped greatly. 

 
8. Comments on challenge: 

Professor Arvan is one of the best professors UT has (that I’ve taken) both in terms of 
developing a greater interest in philosophy and a greater ability to do philosophy. 

 He held us to a higher standard and encouraged us to achieve. 
You have to read, or you won’t be able to complete the assignments. 

 I was curious to know more. 
 Refer above. 
 I was challenged to think philosophically. 
 Readings were referenced every class. 
 Always trying to get us to learn more. 
 The class was difficult but worth it. 
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 Difficulty helped me improve. 
 I really like the organization of the course and the way Arvan’s classes run. 

While Dr. Arvan is one of the most challenging professors I’ve had, he also makes the class 
interesting and thoroughly enjoyable. 

   
9. What aspects of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) helped your learning 
most? 
 Clear presentation and explanations. And, helpful feedback on papers. 

It may seem that I’m overly enthused with all of my responses, but it reflects my deepest 
sincerities. Dr. Arvan’s enthusiasm and ability to explain the material was invaluable to both 
myself and my class. 
Best teacher I’ve ever had. 
I’ve had Arvan before and I really enjoy his classes. His method of teaching is really 
beneficial. 
The classroom discussion helped the most. 
He’s an absolutely brilliant man, all of his insight was just a lot of fun to listen to. 
Give this man a raise! He’s the best instructor I’ve had at UT!!! 
Professor and powerpoints. 
Dr. Arvan, his explanations and group assignments. 
Class discussions and lectures. 
Class discussions. 
The class discussions. 
N/A 
His discussions and input, as well as class discussions. 
Always knowing what to expect on class days. Ability for discourse. 
Dr. Arvan was clearly knowledgeable and passionate about the subject. 
Great environment. I will hopefully take another class with Dr. Arvan. 
His enthusiasm, help, and understanding attitude. 
Classroom discussions. 
The group assignments. 
Well knowledgeable about the subject, enthusiastic. 
Really nice professor who invested a lot in the class and cared about the topic. 
His feedback, passion for the subject, and his knowledge for the subject. 
The organization of the lectures were great and the students were very excited to voice 
their opinion. 
Encouragement to challenge myself, to learn more about philosophy. 
Class discussions and activities. 
Daily reading responses. 
The way the information was presented to us and the feedback on our assignments. 
Great teacher with huge passion. 
The professor and in-class discussions. 
The powerpoints and professor’s explanations. 
The discussions on the readings. 
Dr. Arvan’s dedication to his work and his desire to see his students improve. 
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10. What aspect(s) of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) could have been 
changed to help your learning? 
 Nothing. Very well done. 
 The at home reading was a little too difficult. 
 If any should have a raise, it is him. He is an outstanding teacher. 
 More authors, more variety of assignments. 
 Nothing. 

I wish I had known more about philosophy in general before taking this class on, and 
sometimes the jargon threw me off. But overall I feel like I kept up fairly well. 

 More chances for interpreting my own opinions. 
 Great class. 
 Nothing, everything was great. :) 
 Nothing. Class was set up perfectly and awesome learning pace. 
 More time spent on subjects, preparation for homework. 
 Early readings were difficult. 
 Easier readings. 

At first, he didn’t seem like he was 100% clear with his expectations for assignments. But he 
became more clear. 
Daily work. 
More discussions. 
Learning more about process of philosophy? 
Too many powerpoints. 
The reading material was excessive and long at times. 
N/A 
Push for more individual contributions in group activities. 
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Philosophy 350: Special Topics (International Justice) 

Fall 2012 
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PHL 215: Ancient Philosophy – Plato & Aristotle 

Fall 2012 
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PHL 200: Introduction to Philosophy (Honors) 

Fall 2012 
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Student Comments – for all Fall 2012 courses (3 courses) 
(Complete and Unedited) 
1. Comments on course activities: 
 Class discussion was always fruitful, as was that the professor taught class. 
 Class activities required using the intellect and created active involvement. 
 Good activities, thought provoking. 
 Discussions in this class were the best part of my week. 
 Great pace, fair class 
 I like that we work in groups on class assignments. 
 Very interactive and thought-provoking. 
 Great discussions, without them I would have been completely lost. 
 Great set-up, but in-class assignments became redundant. 
 Same daily assignments every day. 
 The class activities were relevant and helped in the understanding of the material. 

Discussion questions were difficult but helped understand the material better and think 
philosophically.  However, some assigned readings were too long. 
Some of the readings were extremely difficult but the discussions in class helped with my 
understanding of philosophy a great deal. 
Challenging in a good way. 
Hard, but thought-provoking. 

 
2. Comments on class discussions: 

Class discussions made the class more understanding and helped better the enjoyment of 
the course. 
Very helpful, he’s long on discussions & explanations. 
Discussing the readings in class helped my understanding substantially. 
Makes sure to get everyone comfortable and involved in the subject. 
Same “respond” 
Limitations were with students not the instructor. 
Discussion-based class. 
Class discussions were encouraged during every class and helped shed light on the day’s 
reading. 
Sometimes I misunderstood or simply didn’t complete the assigned reading.  All discussions 
in class helped me understand and it also allowed me to hear different views I would have a 
mind to. 
They helped a lot.  I just wish that some people allowed others to speak more often. 
Helped greatly. 

 
3. Comments on exams/quizzes/tests: 

We only had one exam, because writing papers with philosophical arguments was more 
important. 
Exams/quizzes/tests made one think and use reasoning to figure out problem. 
None yet prior to final. 
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No quizzes or tests, really, though daily assignments helped understanding of the material. 
No exams/quizzes/tests have been given. 

 None but final. 
 Haven’t taken final yet. 
 Final will be the first exam. 
 N/A 
 Only final 
 Depends on final. 
 
4. Comments on course organization: 
 Dr. Arvan’s course organization made the class and the material in it easier to grasp. 
 Great teaching. 
 Discussion then lecture. Excellent set-up. 
 Very organized. Structured. 
 I would have liked to see a few pre-Socratics at the beginning of the course. 
 Very planned out and organized. A highlight of the class. 
 The class was organized in a logical manner with the material building on itself. 

Doing the reading outside of class, formulating a discussion question, and then discussing 
the topic in class was really helpful. 
Good, and with lots of thinking. 
Well organized; read and discuss/comprehend. 

 Flowed well. 
 Adapted well. 
 
4. Comments on the pace: 
 The pace was perfect. 

Pace was spot-on, fast enough to get through all of the readings, slow enough to 
understand. 

 Moved though material while thoroughly covering it. 
 Good pace, fair teacher. 
 Covered various subjects very fluidly for the most part. 

The course was paced well and not too fast. 
 Sometimes it was hard to complete the reading on time. 
 We never spent too much time on one topic! 
 Good pace. 
 
5. Comments on presentations/explanations 

The powerpoint lectures really clarified the readings. 
Lectures are very clear and helpful/straightforward. 
Would have appreciated more lecture time to fully understand concepts. 
Well-done and thorough. 
Ppt were very helpful and allowed more discussion. 
The professor’s explanations helped a great deal, especially with really difficult concepts 
from Aristotle. 
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Dr. Arvan’s explanations were clear, concise and made sense.  He took time to make sure 
the class understood everything. 
Dr. Arvan was thorough in his explanations. 
The professor was very enthusiastic and his expansive knowledge on philosophy and other 
topics was very beneficial to my learning. 
Discussion and lectures. 
Some would go over my head but for the most part they helped. 
  

4. Comments on enthusiasm: 
 He loves this and it shows and helps. 

Dr. Arvan is clearly enthused with this subject which helped in learning. 
Helped me enjoy the class even when I found the topics frustrating or confusing. 
I’ve never met anyone who loves philosophy as much as Dr. Arvan! 
Arvan’s enthusiasm made me excited to come to class every day. 
Great enthusiasm. 
He really seems to love it. 
Made discussions interesting. 

 Knows stuff. 
Enthusiasm demonstrated by the professor made the class enjoyable and the class an 
invaluable asset in my development as an intellectual. 
Professor was clearly very involved with his work. 
Loves his job/philosophy. 
Always wanted to discuss. 
Very encouraging.  Helped me speak more often in the long run. 

 
5. Comments on interest stimulated: 
 Dr. Arvan kept interest easy to maintain. 
 Might change major. 
 I changed it to one of my majors! 
 Professor made the class challenging and made it fun due to this. 
 Provoked thought very nicely. 
 Interesting guy: knows students well. 
 Great at moving discussions. 
 Made a difficult subject easier to deal with. 
 Provoked discussion. 
 Can get fairly overwhelming if one gets behind. 
 
6. Comments on interactions: 
 Dr. Arvan provided a lot of feedback on our papers and assignments. 
 Dr. Arvan cared about each student and took his time to explain the information. 
 Very personable. 
 Definitely helpful – great teacher. 
 He needs a raise. 
 Always available. 
 Great discussion. 
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 Always helpful. 
 N/A 
 He deserves a raise. 
 Dr. Arvan gave great feedback. 
 Feedback was very helpful and concise. 
 He cares about us as people and wants us to succed. 
 Office hours help. 
 
7. Comments on feedback 
 Helped a lot. 
 Provided ways to fix issues. 
 Some of the best essay feedback I have ever received. 
 The daily assignments are a pain but really helpful. 
 His feedback was extensive and insightful. 
 Helped me improve greatly in presenting an argument. 
 Gave real feedback, did not beat around the bush. 
 Always gave good feedback. 
 Critiques are to the point, but not always descriptive. 

Feedback was very constructive, helpful and fair. 
 The feedback helped me become a much better writer. 
 Hard to tell me to think better. 

 
8. Comments on challenge: 
 Challenging is great. 
 Made me deal with hard issues. 

Sometimes I felt that I couldn’t meet the challenge, however just because philosophy really 
requires you to think differently. 
My brain hurt after every class and I loved it. 

 Good! 
At the beginning I did not think I would ever get an A but the challenge helped me do better 
and get an A 
Each class was fund because of the challenge presented.  Dr. Arvan challenged us to think. 

 Always trying to expand thoughts/level of thoughts. 
 Overwhelming yet enjoyable to learn new/challenging things. 

 
9. What aspects of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) helped your learning 
most? 
 Dr. Arvan’s enthusiasm, explanations, and class discussions. 

The professor by a landslide.  He stimulates you on how to think not what to think.  He’s an 
outstanding teacher and made me a better student and intellectual. 
The class had its challenges but education is not meant to be comfortable.  I learned a lot 
and improved my philosophy skills.  I very much enjoyed the course. 

 The class discussions and peer feedback. 
 Discussions in class. 
 The discussions helped my learning a great deal. 
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 Discussions and group assignments. 
 Dr. Arvan is wonderful. 
 Office hours and papers. 
 The daily discussions and criticisms were crucial to my understanding. 

All aspects of the class helped tremendously. I could not ask for a better professor, pace, or 
organization for this course. 
Constant class discussion helped a lot. 
Class discussion helped a great deal with learning, it allowed students to analyze the work 
and ask questions. 
Class discussion. 
Format of class setup and schedules were excellent. 
His style of teaching is great, still pretty young, yet has experiences. He’s one of those down 
to earth professors that understands students. 
Discussions, powerpoints, examples. 
Discussions. 
Nuthin! Is good! 
The good discussions. 

 
10. What aspect(s) of your classroom experience (course, professor, etc.) could have been 
changed to help your learning? 
 N/A 
 Providing an ability to copy notes.  Although notes were provided on blackboard. 
 The presentations and feedback. 
 Nothing. 
 No clue, class was great, he works well with all enthicities, American Bahamas anyone! 
 Nuthin! Is good! 
 Less lecture. 
 More pizza. 
 Final term paper presentations are helpful (though unpleasant). 
 Didn’t like disucssions. 
 More variety in questions and readings. 
 N/A 
 Shorter reading assignments. 
 The amount of writing was often stressful. 
 Often not enough time to do everything to the level expected. 
 More 1-on-1 in class. 
 I’m finding a hard time thinking of a significant change.  It was a good class. 
 A longer time discussing semantics of writing philosophy. 

 


